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On Oct. 21 in Sao Paulo (Brazil), the Inter-American Press Association (SIP) press freedom
committee reported that at least 23 journalists in Latin America have been killed since Jan. 1.
Colombia accounted for 12 of the total. Peru and Mexico were next in the ranking with four killings
each. The remaining three deaths took place in Paraguay, Brazil and Guatemala. According to the
SIP, over 40 journalists were killed in Latin America in 1989, and 22 in 1990. Committee director
Costa Rican Eduardo Ulibarri said most of the perpetrators were criminal or terrorist groups, such
as the Colombian drug mafia and Peru's Sendero Luminoso (Shining Path) guerrillas. Ulibarri said
that in the past six months "governments' arbitrary activities [against journalists] have declined,
but attempts to impose legal restrictions on the press and violent actions by `irregular' groups
have increased." On Oct. 23, a statement from the Foreign Press Correspondents Association in
Brazil denounced an attempt by the Federal Police to force two US journalists to reveal the identity
of a source used in a report on a recent coffee export scandal. The reporters work for Knight-
Ridder. On Oct. 26, Venezuelan President Carlos Andres Perez described SIP's statements on
restrictions imposed on the press and abuses suffered by journalists as "excessive." Perez said
that his government is "absolutely respectful" of press freedoms. He invited SIP representatives to
Venezuela to personally investigate the situation. (Sources: Associated Press, 10/24/91; Spanish news
service EFE, 10/21/91, 10/23/91, 10/24/91, 10/26/91, 10/28/91; Agence France-Presse, 10/20- 22/91,
10/24/91, 10/28/91, 10/30/91)
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